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two close and personal friends of mine, Illinois
State Representative Roger T. McAuliffe, dep-
uty majority leader of the Illinois House of
Representatives, and Jack Williams, mayor of
Franklin Park, I will unfortunately miss tomor-
row’s vote on H.R. 3396, the Defense of Mar-
riage Act.

As member of both the House Committee
on the Judiciary and its Subcommittee on the
Constitution, both of which had jurisdiction
over H.R. 3396, I have already twice voted in
favor of the bill. Therefore, since I am not able
to attend tomorrow’s flood consideration of
H.R. 3396, it would be my intention to vote
‘‘aye’’ on final passage.

While I will not be present for tomorrow’s
vote, I have taken the necessary steps in ar-
ranging a ‘‘pair’’ with another member of the
House who will also be absent. The pairing ar-
rangement will offset our votes so that we may
be absent without affecting the overall result.
As it is customary, the name of my pair should
appear in tomorrow’s CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, in the history
of our Country, marriage has never meant
anything other than an exclusively hetero-
sexual and monogamous institution. The fact
that we have to take up legislation today to
defend this precious institution is mind-bog-
gling.

While the Defense of Marriage Act protects
the rights of a State to decide for itself wheth-
er to recognize same-sex marriage entered
into in a different State, we cannot ignore the
larger issue—traditional family values. The
very nucleus of family is marriage. Perhaps no
other relation provides society with the bene-
fits marriage does. We cannot allow the integ-
rity of marriage to broken down and de-
stroyed.

We have seen throughout history, civiliza-
tions that have allowed the traditional bonds of
family to be weakened—those civilizations
have not survived. America has, and should
always be a Nation that prioritizes traditional
family values and the tradition of a one-man
and one-women marriage.

Mr. Speaker, it is time we stopped this as-
sault on America’s families and the sacred in-
stitution of marriage. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this measure.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to speak against H.R. 3396, the Defense
of Marriage Act. The title of the bill is puzzling.
What are we defending marriage against: di-
vorce, domestic violence, adultery? Can any-
one name a single married couple whose
union would be strengthened or defended
against harm by this legislation? With all the
unresolved burning issues facing this institu-
tion, it is nothing short of incredible that we
would be diverting time and energy away from
questions like Medicare, the environment, and
the economy on this matter.

Supporters of the bill point to what they
claim is the danger of same-gender marriage.
They say that if a court in Hawaii rules in favor
of same-gender couples, other States will then
have to give ‘‘full faith and credit’’ to the result-
ing marriages. I’m going to take this oppor-
tunity to concentrate on the traditions of our
Nation, in particularly the rights of States and
the Constitution of the United States. H.R.
3396 is an unnecessary intrusion into the
State domain of family law. It tears at the fab-
ric of our Constitution.

Historically, States have the primary author-
ity to regulate marriage based upon the 10th
amendment of the Constitution. The Supreme
Court has supported this constitutional right. In
Aukenbrandt versus Richards, 1992, the Court
rules that ‘‘without exception, domestic rela-
tions has been a matter of state, not federal
concern and control since the founding of the
Republic.’’

It is also interesting to note that questions
concerning the validity of an out-of-state mar-
riage are generally resolved without reference
to the ‘‘full faith and credit’’ clause of the U.S.
Constitution. States traditionally recognize out-
of-state marriages unless they have statutes
prohibiting such a union. For example, polyg-
amy is illegal in all States, and in most states
certain incestuous marriages are illegal too.
States can declare an out-of-state marriage
void if it is against the state’s public policy or
if entered into with the intent to evade the law
of the State.

Congress has invoked the ‘‘full faith and
credit’’ clause only five times since the found-
ing of the Republic. The three most recent in-
stances have required each State to give child
custody, child support, and protection orders
of other States the same faith and credit it
gives its own such orders. The Defense of
Marriage Act differs in one critical aspect from
the legislative enactment passed by the Con-
gress under it full faith and credit power: H.R.
3396 permits sister States to give no effect to
the laws of other States.

This is a novel and unconstitutional interpre-
tation of the clause. According to a leading
constitutional law scholar, Laurence H. Tribe,
‘‘the Constitution delegates to the United
States no power to create categorical excep-
tions to the Full Faith and Credit Clause.’’

The Supreme Court just recently struck
down a Colorado law that targeted gay and
lesbians in Romer versus Colorado, This case
suggests that the Supreme Court will rule leg-
islation motivated by animus against gays and
lesbians unconstitutional under the Equal Pro-
tection Clause of the 14th amendment unless
the legislative classification bears a rational re-
lationship to a legitimate State purpose. In
other words, since H.R. 3396 targets a group
of people due to their—in the words of Gary
Bauer of the Family Research Council—‘‘dan-
gerous lifestyle and behavior,’’ it is likely to be
struck down by the courts. There is no dire ur-
gency or compelling public interest to pass
this measure, which is not only unnecessary
but also likely to be found unconstitutional by
the Supreme Court.

In addition, I find it hard to believe how
many of my colleagues can justify their sup-
port of H.R. 3396 when they are also cospon-
sors of H.R. 2270. At least 37 Members of the
House are cosponsors of both bills. H.R. 2270
would require the Congress to specify the
source of authority under the U.S. Constitution
for the enactment of laws. Where in article I or
anywhere else in the Constitution is the Con-
gress given authority to write a national mar-
riage law? Maybe the sponsors of both bills
don’t see the contradiction. Maybe they just
don’t care.

Many on the other side of the aisle have
been vocal and unceasing in their support for
reversing the flow of power away from Wash-
ington and back to the States. Well, the laws
governing marriage are traditionally and con-

stitutionally under the authority of the States.
If there is any area of law to which States can
lay a claim to exclusive authority, it is the field
of family relations. How can someone rec-
oncile being for States rights while at the
same time taking away a basic, constitutional
right given to States by the Framers of our
Constitution? I strongly encourage my col-
leagues to allow the States to continue exer-
cising their constitutional rights and not fan the
flames of intolerance. As William Eskeridge,
Law Professor at Georgetown University, sim-
ply stated, ‘‘the reasons to hesitate before
adopting this legislation are conservative ones:
federalism, original intent and tradition.’’

Let us remember that the United States
draws its strength from the enormous diversity
to be found within the borders of our great Na-
tion. Vote against The Defense of Marriage
Act.

The CHAIRMAN. All time has ex-
pired for general debate.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I move that the committee do
now rise.

The motion was agreed to.
Accordingly, the Committee rose;

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
HAYWORTH) having assumed the chair,
Mr. GILLMOR, Chairman of the Commit-
tee of the Whole House on the State of
the Union, reported that that Commit-
tee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 3396) to define and pro-
tect the institution of marriage, had
come to no resolution thereon.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks on H.R. 3396, the bill just con-
sidered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. DUNN of Washington (at the re-
quest of Mr. ARMEY) for today and the
balance of the week, on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Mr. YATES (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) after 7:30 p.m. tonight, on ac-
count of personal reasons.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative programs and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Member (at the re-
quest of Mr. GUTIERREZ) to revise and
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